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Dear SSW Students and Community,

As we move into the final weeks of fall semester and the holiday season approaches, I find

myself reflecting on the power of presence and community. This past week, I've been reminded

again of why we do this work—and why our School of Social Work matters so deeply.

I want to invite you to notice what's happening right now in our community. Some of you may

be experiencing the stretch of semester fatigue. Others might be feeling the weight of the

world's challenges—the injustices we study, the real suffering we witness, the systems that still

need transforming. And that's exactly when we need each other most.

This season, our Angel Tree Project reminds us that even small acts of care ripple outward.

Whether you're able to volunteer, donate, or simply show up for a classmate who's struggling,

you're living social work. You're modeling the belief that no one should face hardship alone.

I also want to acknowledge something important: the 

holiday season can be complicated. For many of us, it 

brings joy and connection. For others, it brings grief, 

financial stress, or difficult family dynamics. If you're 

navigating complexity this season, please know our peer 

support team is here. Our campus resources are here. 

You belong here, exactly as you are.

As we approach winter break, I encourage you to practice self-compassion. Rest isn't selfish—

it's essential to sustaining the compassionate work we do. Spend time with people who fill your

cup. If you're taking time off, truly take it. You've earned it.

Thank you for your commitment to this school, to your learning, and to building a more just

world. See you on the other side of the break, refreshed and ready.  To practice what we

preach, the Social Work Buzz is taking a break next week and will return on Wednesday,

December 3 . rd
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SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

PAID PRACTICUM OPPORTUNITY
Hello Practicum Students,

We hope this message finds you well! We are reaching out with some exciting

news and opportunities for you.

Paid Practicum Legislative Scholarship

 

NMSU has been awarded scholarship funding from the New Mexico State

Legislature, and we’d like to award you!

We know how hard you work, and this scholarship is designed to support those

who are currently completing practicum without pay.

Eligibility requirements:

1.Must be a New Mexico resident

2.Must have a GPA of 3.0 or higher

3.Must be registered in Scholar Dollars 2024-25 through NMSU.

4.Must demonstrate financial need

5.Must not be receiving any practicum payment (hourly, stipend, or

reimbursement)

If you meet these criteria, please take a moment to complete the short

nomination form below by November 21, 2025:

Paid Practicum Student Legislative Scholarship – Fill out formLinks to an

external site.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DqIfso7ifWEG6j_EbrOHrqqaC6jAkC8pFhUAMwNu8OY1UQzBFRDYyNVFFR04wSUNBNzJNOUhLNUlFMy4u&data=05%7C02%7Csocwork%40nmsu.edu%7Cd66938edfd764549e43308de221014fa%7Ca3ec87a89fb84158ba8ff11bace1ebaa%7C1%7C0%7C638985649637486462%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FCzCM3a24rNl3TzIyvilg0Plns%2B2q62XIuJ%2BH6jFcYg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DqIfso7ifWEG6j_EbrOHrqqaC6jAkC8pFhUAMwNu8OY1UQzBFRDYyNVFFR04wSUNBNzJNOUhLNUlFMy4u&data=05%7C02%7Csocwork%40nmsu.edu%7Cd66938edfd764549e43308de221014fa%7Ca3ec87a89fb84158ba8ff11bace1ebaa%7C1%7C0%7C638985649637486462%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FCzCM3a24rNl3TzIyvilg0Plns%2B2q62XIuJ%2BH6jFcYg%3D&reserved=0
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SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

SPRING SEMESTER GRADUATE
ASSISSTANTSHIP AWARD

The Graduate School is pleased to share the 2026 Spring Semester Graduate Assistantship

Award announcement for new and continuing graduate students. 

 

The 2026 Spring Semester Graduate Assistantship Award is granted through a competitive

basis. This award is for one academic semester (Spring 2026 semester) only! Nominees must

be a current graduate student in good academic standing (GPA of at least 3.0 and not on

Academic Probation) or admitted as a regular student to a graduate program prior to being

nominated for this award. 

Nominees must be hired as a Graduate Teaching Assistant or Graduate Research Assistant

and not as Graduate Assistant-Other. 

Students who are admitted to only Graduate Certificate programs are not eligible to be

considered for this award. 

The deadline is Friday, January 16, 2026, 5.00 pm.

 

Faculty must submit the nomination Form available at 2026 Spring Semester Graduate

Assistantship Award including the required information:

1.A written statement of about two paragraphs demonstrating how the nominee will be

engaged in the teaching and/or research or creative scholarship mission of NMSU.

2.A retention plan that outlines specific strategies that will support the student’s success in

the graduate program if the nominee is not graduating in Spring or Summer of 2026.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FBqje4mcd6G&data=05%7C02%7Csocwork%40nmsu.edu%7C9b79544e659d4f803d6b08de2604bf33%7Ca3ec87a89fb84158ba8ff11bace1ebaa%7C1%7C0%7C638989998981666483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VD%2BgcVpeSVmN5VKHQtPVS%2FXgq60IBBOeuaX57prWCtA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FBqje4mcd6G&data=05%7C02%7Csocwork%40nmsu.edu%7C9b79544e659d4f803d6b08de2604bf33%7Ca3ec87a89fb84158ba8ff11bace1ebaa%7C1%7C0%7C638989998981666483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VD%2BgcVpeSVmN5VKHQtPVS%2FXgq60IBBOeuaX57prWCtA%3D&reserved=0
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One of our MSW Students Leslie Konesheck was featured in NMSU’s Newsroom!!!

Two students and a recent graduate from New Mexico State University’s public health

program are combining community engagement, advocacy and public health in innovative

ways through the national Vote-ER Civic Health Fellowship.

Christine Dobbin, Leslie Konesheck and Jasper Finnegan are fellows in the 2024-2025 Vote-ER

Civic Health program, a nationwide initiative that trains emerging leaders to strengthen

democracy through civic engagement. Guided by NMSU adjunct faculty member Holly Mata,

who previously served as a Vote-ER fellow, the trio represents a growing movement

recognizing voting as a social determinant of health.

The Social Buzz 7
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https://newsroom.nmsu.edu/news/nmsu-public-health-students-promote-civic-health-through-national-fellowship/s/e8d90e44-b005-4143-91d6-f1d841c3cb5d
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SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY

Hello Aggies,

 

Native Forward is accepting applications for The Native Forward Direct

Scholarship Winter/Spring 2025-2006

(https://www.nativeforward.org/scholarships/native-forward-direct-

scholarship-winter-spring/). This is for students who have not been

previously awarded from Native Forward but would need some

assistance for the spring semester. The scholarship is also open to

students who are enrolled in a federally or state-recognized tribe or

descendants (1  or 2  generation) of an immediate family member who

are/was enrolled. This scholarship has a deadline of December 02, 2025

at 11:59 PM MST so you have time to register for classes and submit your

application. 

st nd

 

If you have questions about the scholarship or if you would like additional

information, you may contact Michael Ray at (800) 628-1920.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nativeforward.org%2Fscholarships%2Fnative-forward-direct-scholarship-winter-spring%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csocwork%40nmsu.edu%7Cac07374c5b5b4ad34ddf08de21b0e88b%7Ca3ec87a89fb84158ba8ff11bace1ebaa%7C1%7C0%7C638985240860424454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ecFRoKfIMx0tjR%2BjL5ZwGO0RA730Dcvd4E2CwkzsiDU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nativeforward.org%2Fscholarships%2Fnative-forward-direct-scholarship-winter-spring%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csocwork%40nmsu.edu%7Cac07374c5b5b4ad34ddf08de21b0e88b%7Ca3ec87a89fb84158ba8ff11bace1ebaa%7C1%7C0%7C638985240860424454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ecFRoKfIMx0tjR%2BjL5ZwGO0RA730Dcvd4E2CwkzsiDU%3D&reserved=0
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SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

NEW COURSE ADDITION
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SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=qIfso7ifWEG6j_EbrOHrqmU3KjCTuY9OruRf99bKT9pUOFQ0STNXRDJTOVpMTURBQkNNWEVEOTFWNi4u&route=shorturl
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FREE CEU OPPORTUNITY
NMSU ANNOUNCEMENT

https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/4824980094#success
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdNhlAADbPpcFrCWcoqF2j0iq2qUCjy4UFnrDNcPMR8cc2ejg/viewform
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NMSU ANNOUNCEMENT
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NMSU ANNOUNCEMENT

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdU4KLzhs4iAO09GftU0es54F47izT9AK7YY8XXMiOR_kwC2w/viewform
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT
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SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=qIfso7ifWEG6j_EbrOHrqvGa9kHUPV5GjFI-s6q1R2NUOEtZVlNXQklUWEE0TDVMT0dOMlNDN0ZaVCQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=qIfso7ifWEG6j_EbrOHrqvGa9kHUPV5GjFI-s6q1R2NUNTcwNVJJWE9DRE82RDRIV1VCTzJIOVA1QiQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3DqIfso7ifWEG6j_EbrOHrqg5gkpfKQX1LniyY-7BLjBhUQTREQ0VSOUhWTU8zOTQ5UzhSU0RBVEs5Ry4u%26route%3Dshorturl&data=05%7C02%7Csocwork%40nmsu.edu%7C43405296922045a1f3b308de279ce546%7Ca3ec87a89fb84158ba8ff11bace1ebaa%7C1%7C0%7C638991751961713468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W9yZs0W8fRgoPhGmhS%2FjvAAfpRwenwtOu0AX99qPHQg%3D&reserved=0
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Welcome back students! Last Spring we launched a Faculty Recognition
program. We are excited to continue recognizing faculty this year. If there is an

instructor/advisor/administrator who has helped you during your time at
NMSU, consider nominating them for this honor. 

Please scan the QR code or click link below to vote! 

SW FACULTY RECOGNITION

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=qIfso7ifWEG6j_EbrOHrqrI_49VXnrhDiPIv9zXXDiJURFlSMTJLTFdNTjBITzhBN0dHTVlBRUsyOS4u&origin=QRCode&route=shorturl
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SW STUDENT PEER SUPPORT

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=qIfso7ifWEG6j_EbrOHrqmNZbGqHCehHlEtYp24cJkJUQjJTMVFWV1VOVUVLQ1hLUTBMQkY0TDJLOC4u&route=shorturl
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SW STUDENT PEER SUPPORT

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=qIfso7ifWEG6j_EbrOHrqmNZbGqHCehHlEtYp24cJkJUQjJTMVFWV1VOVUVLQ1hLUTBMQkY0TDJLOC4u&route=shorturl
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Careers & Opportunities webpage dedicated to connecting you with
meaningful job openings. From roles within NMSU to opportunities
in the broader community, this page is designed to help you find
positions that align with your passion and expertise. Visit the page
to explore the latest listings and take the next step in your career!

Careers & Opportunities

SW CAREERS AND OPPORTUNITIES

https://socialwork.nmsu.edu/careers/careersandopportunities.html
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Stay tuned for the latest updates, stories,
and highlights from the School of Social
Work! 
In next week’s edition, we’ll bring you:

Spotlights on Recent Achievements
Upcoming Events and Workshops
Student and Faculty Features
Useful Resources and Tips

Got something to share or a
question to ask?

Feel free to reach out to us:
📧 socwork@nmsu.edu
📞 Phone: 575-646-2143
🏢 Office: HSS 210

We’d love to hear from you and
feature your news in our next issue!

22

Facebook Instagram

School of Social Work Website

https://www.facebook.com/nmsu.socwork/
https://www.facebook.com/nmsu.socwork/
https://www.instagram.com/nmsu_socwork/
https://socialwork.nmsu.edu/

