
The Social Buzz

Dear Social Work Students,

This is our final week of classes, and I want to 

acknowledge your hard work and dedication 

this semester.  I know this time of year can be 

both demanding and rewarding, and I hope 

you're finding moments to care for yourselves 

as you prepare for finals and wrap up practicum 

hours.

This week brings several exciting opportunities for our school community:

Faculty Candidate Presentations – We're hosting five outstanding candidates for our tenure-track

assistant professor positions December 3-9. I encourage you to attend their research presentations

(schedule on page 5) and share your feedback through the surveys. Your perspectives are

invaluable as we build our faculty team.

Angel Tree Project – Our Child Welfare Scholar Program is 

partnering with CYFD to brighten the holidays for local children 

in protective services. Physical tags are available in HSS 210, or 

scan the QR code (see flyer below)  for a virtual tag. Wrapped gifts 

are due by Thursday, December 18th. What a wonderful way to give 

back to our community!
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                                          Important Federal Policy Update – You may have

                                           seen news about the federal reclassification of some

                                           social work degrees. Please know that New Mexico has

                                           robust state-level financial aid, scholarships, and paid

                                           training opportunities to support your education. The

                                           Master of Social Work remains crucial for serving our

communities, and we're here to support your success regardless of federal

classification changes.

Don't forget about our wonderful Student Peer Support team – they offer

office hours throughout the week for emotional support, academic guidance,

professional development help, and community building. Check page 17 for

their schedule, or scan the QR code to make an appointment.

Finally, if a faculty member has made a difference in your journey here, please

consider nominating them for our Faculty Recognition program (page 15).

These acknowledgments mean so much to our dedicated faculty.

As always, my door is open. Wishing you strength and success as you finish the

semester strong.
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=qIfso7ifWEG6j_EbrOHrqoJrBg5D3MxPjNf9bUwjcfZUQ0o2RFRKMEcyWUI4NVkzVDBVM1g2NUhTQi4u&origin=QRCode
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Kate Watson
PhD, Social Work,

University of California,
Los Angeles

Weds
Dec. 3

2-
3:30pm

https://nmsu.zoom.us
/j/87015718297#succ

ess

Tural
Mammadli

PhD candidate, Social
Work, University of

Maryland, Baltimore

Thurs
Dec. 4

8:30-
10am

https://nmsu.zoom.us
/j/81264507069#succ

ess

Anna
Walther

PhD candidate, Social
Work, University of
Wisconsin, Madison

Fri Dec.
5

1-
2:30pm

https://nmsu.zoom.us
/j/88431372331#succ

ess

Dominique
Henderson

PhD candidate, Social
Work, University of

California, Los Angeles

Mon
Dec. 8

10-
11:30a

m

https://nmsu.zoom.us
/j/88615945307#succ

ess

Elizabeth
Goldborough

PhD candidate, Social
Work, University of

Connecticut

Tues
Dec. 9

2-
3:30pm

https://nmsu.zoom.us
/j/84051260618#succ

ess
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FACULTY CANDIDATES
Dear students and faculty/staff, 

We are very excited to host 5 stellar faculty candidates for our tenure track assistant

professor positions for full-day campus interviews December 3-9. You should have just

received calendar invites from Sherry Cain to attend their “job talks”, or presentations they will

provide on their research. All presentations will be held in person in HSS 219 and on zoom

(links below).

This is a wonderful opportunity to get to have conversations to get to know candidates and

ask questions. We hope you can all attend, whether in person or virtually, and complete a

short survey following the meeting.

Here is the schedule, and their CVs are attached here. 

https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/87015718297#success
https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/87015718297#success
https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/87015718297#success
https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/81264507069#success
https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/81264507069#success
https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/81264507069#success
https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/88431372331#success
https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/88431372331#success
https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/88431372331#success
https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/88615945307#success
https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/88615945307#success
https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/88615945307#success
https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/84051260618#success
https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/84051260618#success
https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/84051260618#success
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FEDERAL RECLASSIFICATION OF
DEGREES

New Mexico officials are urging students eyeing graduate studies in social work

to take advantage of state-level financial aid — just as the federal government

moves to reclassify many social work degrees away from “professional” status,

potentially reducing federal loan eligibility. The state’s New Mexico Higher

Education Department notes that New Mexico has allocated millions for

scholarships, graduate support, and paid training opportunities to keep social

work programs accessible. Meanwhile, leaders at New Mexico State University

emphasize how crucial a master’s in social work remains to serve communities

statewide — from schools and hospitals to nursing homes — regardless of the

federal classification change.

Read more here: https://www.krqe.com/news/education/new-

mexico-officials-promote-financial-aid-options-as-feds-reclassify-

social-work-degrees/

https://www.krqe.com/news/education/new-mexico-officials-promote-financial-aid-options-as-feds-reclassify-social-work-degrees/
https://www.krqe.com/news/education/new-mexico-officials-promote-financial-aid-options-as-feds-reclassify-social-work-degrees/
https://www.krqe.com/news/education/new-mexico-officials-promote-financial-aid-options-as-feds-reclassify-social-work-degrees/
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NEW COURSE ADDITION
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SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=qIfso7ifWEG6j_EbrOHrqmU3KjCTuY9OruRf99bKT9pUOFQ0STNXRDJTOVpMTURBQkNNWEVEOTFWNi4u&route=shorturl
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NMSU ANNOUNCEMENT

SPRING SEMESTER GRADUATE
ASSISSTANTSHIP AWARD

The Graduate School is pleased to share the 2026 Spring Semester Graduate Assistantship

Award announcement for new and continuing graduate students. 

 

The 2026 Spring Semester Graduate Assistantship Award is granted through a competitive

basis. This award is for one academic semester (Spring 2026 semester) only! Nominees must

be a current graduate student in good academic standing (GPA of at least 3.0 and not on

Academic Probation) or admitted as a regular student to a graduate program prior to being

nominated for this award. 

Nominees must be hired as a Graduate Teaching Assistant or Graduate Research Assistant

and not as Graduate Assistant-Other. 

Students who are admitted to only Graduate Certificate programs are not eligible to be

considered for this award. 

The deadline is Friday, January 16, 2026, 5.00 pm.

 

Faculty must submit the nomination Form available at 2026 Spring Semester Graduate

Assistantship Award including the required information:

1.A written statement of about two paragraphs demonstrating how the nominee will be

engaged in the teaching and/or research or creative scholarship mission of NMSU.

2.A retention plan that outlines specific strategies that will support the student’s success in

the graduate program if the nominee is not graduating in Spring or Summer of 2026.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FBqje4mcd6G&data=05%7C02%7Csocwork%40nmsu.edu%7C9b79544e659d4f803d6b08de2604bf33%7Ca3ec87a89fb84158ba8ff11bace1ebaa%7C1%7C0%7C638989998981666483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VD%2BgcVpeSVmN5VKHQtPVS%2FXgq60IBBOeuaX57prWCtA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FBqje4mcd6G&data=05%7C02%7Csocwork%40nmsu.edu%7C9b79544e659d4f803d6b08de2604bf33%7Ca3ec87a89fb84158ba8ff11bace1ebaa%7C1%7C0%7C638989998981666483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VD%2BgcVpeSVmN5VKHQtPVS%2FXgq60IBBOeuaX57prWCtA%3D&reserved=0
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT

https://utaedu.questionpro.com/a/TakeSurvey?tt=fjOCTY5kgGEECHrPeIW9eQ%3D%3D
https://utaedu.questionpro.com/a/TakeSurvey?tt=fjOCTY5kgGEECHrPeIW9eQ%3D%3D


socialwork.nmsu.eduThe Social Buzz 14

SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=qIfso7ifWEG6j_EbrOHrqvGa9kHUPV5GjFI-s6q1R2NUOEtZVlNXQklUWEE0TDVMT0dOMlNDN0ZaVCQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=qIfso7ifWEG6j_EbrOHrqvGa9kHUPV5GjFI-s6q1R2NUNTcwNVJJWE9DRE82RDRIV1VCTzJIOVA1QiQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3DqIfso7ifWEG6j_EbrOHrqg5gkpfKQX1LniyY-7BLjBhUQTREQ0VSOUhWTU8zOTQ5UzhSU0RBVEs5Ry4u%26route%3Dshorturl&data=05%7C02%7Csocwork%40nmsu.edu%7C43405296922045a1f3b308de279ce546%7Ca3ec87a89fb84158ba8ff11bace1ebaa%7C1%7C0%7C638991751961713468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W9yZs0W8fRgoPhGmhS%2FjvAAfpRwenwtOu0AX99qPHQg%3D&reserved=0
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Welcome back students! Last Spring we launched a Faculty Recognition
program. We are excited to continue recognizing faculty this year. If there is an

instructor/advisor/administrator who has helped you during your time at
NMSU, consider nominating them for this honor. 

Please scan the QR code or click link below to vote! 

SW FACULTY RECOGNITION

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=qIfso7ifWEG6j_EbrOHrqrI_49VXnrhDiPIv9zXXDiJURFlSMTJLTFdNTjBITzhBN0dHTVlBRUsyOS4u&origin=QRCode&route=shorturl
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SW STUDENT PEER SUPPORT

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=qIfso7ifWEG6j_EbrOHrqmNZbGqHCehHlEtYp24cJkJUQjJTMVFWV1VOVUVLQ1hLUTBMQkY0TDJLOC4u&route=shorturl
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SW STUDENT PEER SUPPORT

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=qIfso7ifWEG6j_EbrOHrqmNZbGqHCehHlEtYp24cJkJUQjJTMVFWV1VOVUVLQ1hLUTBMQkY0TDJLOC4u&route=shorturl
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Careers & Opportunities webpage dedicated to connecting you with
meaningful job openings. From roles within NMSU to opportunities
in the broader community, this page is designed to help you find
positions that align with your passion and expertise. Visit the page
to explore the latest listings and take the next step in your career!

Careers & Opportunities

SW CAREERS AND OPPORTUNITIES

https://socialwork.nmsu.edu/careers/careersandopportunities.html
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Stay tuned for the latest updates, stories,
and highlights from the School of Social
Work! 
In next week’s edition, we’ll bring you:

Spotlights on Recent Achievements
Upcoming Events and Workshops
Student and Faculty Features
Useful Resources and Tips

Got something to share or a
question to ask?

Feel free to reach out to us:
📧 socwork@nmsu.edu
📞 Phone: 575-646-2143
🏢 Office: HSS 210

We’d love to hear from you and
feature your news in our next issue!

19

Facebook Instagram

School of Social Work Website

https://www.facebook.com/nmsu.socwork/
https://www.facebook.com/nmsu.socwork/
https://www.instagram.com/nmsu_socwork/
https://socialwork.nmsu.edu/

