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Welcome back everyone! I hope you had a restful and fun spring break. I spent part
of the break attending the Baccalaureate Social Work Program Directors meeting in
Las Vegas, NV, with our Peer Mentors and BSW faculty. The students did an amazing
job presenting their poster on the impact peer mentoring has on student outcomes. 

We are now more than halfway through the
semester for sixteen-week courses and just starting
on our mini-mester two courses.  Right before break
we admitted nearly 150 new students into our BSW
and MSW program. For current BSW Seniors who
haven’t applied for our Advanced Standing MSW
program, there is still time! To submit an application,
please visit: https://socialwork.nmsu.edu/academic-
programs/graduate-students/msw-apply.html   We’d
love to have you continue your social work journey
with us.  
On Monday I had the extreme pleasure of joining
several faculty and students at the Las Cruces City
Council meeting as Mayor Enriquez proclaimed
March as Social Work Month. The proclamation was
written by our own BSW student Andres Uribe who
is an intern for Johana Bencomo, an NMSU SSW
graduate, and city council member.  

Mia Perralta explaining her poster to attendees 
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Student Spotlight

“I had the incredible opportunity to attend
and present at the BPD Conference in Las
Vegas, where we presented on the
importance of peer support mentoring in
higher education. This experience was eye-
opening, not only because I got to share our
work, but also because I volunteered at the
event and connected with inspiring social
workers and students from many different
places. I learned so much from other
students' research. Attending this conference
made me realize how privileged we are to
have access to resources on our campus —
and how much more we can push for to
support underrepresented students. This
experience fueled my passion for advocacy
and reinforced my commitment to creating
inclusive, supportive environments in my
future social work career.” 

-Abigail Gutierrez- BSW Student

“It was incredible to get to sit in on
presentations that were so applicable to
my current goals as a Social Worker. I
participated because I feel very strongly
about the wide range of applications that
Peer Support has to offer and being able
to I go out and share it on such a large
scale only helps in getting support where
it is needed. I got the opportunity meet
so many people from all over the world
and all from a Social Work background
which makes you feel very included.”
-Mia Peralta, MSW Student

“I attended as part of the Social Work
Peer Support Team and got to connect
with diverse students from all over and
learn about their unique experiences
and projects.”
-Aubrey Caballero- BSW Student
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Need Help with Academic Advising or Registration?
We’re Here to Support You! 

Whether you're navigating program requirements, course
scheduling, financial aid, transfer credits, or graduation, we've got
you covered! Fill out our support form to get assistance!

📩 What can we help with?
Academic Advising
Program Requirements
Registration & Enrollment
Financial Aid
Course Scheduling
Transfer Credits
Graduation Requirements
and much more! 

Thank you for submitting your inquiry! One of our team members will
get back to you soon with the support you need. In the meantime, if
you need immediate help, you can reach out to one of our key
contacts:

Global Campus Advisor: Megan Boyd - mboyd@nmsu.edu
Main Campus Advisor: Letty Gallegos - lettyg@nmsu.edu
BSW Program Coordinator: Professor Paulina Palomino Pantoja
- paulinam@nmsu.edu
MSW Program Coordinator: Dr. Sterling Brown -
shbrown@nmsu.edu
Practicum Director: Professor Mari Tellez - tellezm@nmsu.edu

We’re here to help you succeed! Reach out anytime. 🌱

https://forms.office.com/r/8PtRByiAm7
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Interested students can send an email to Dr. Mary Nienow
mnienow@nmsu.edu



MANDATORY ORIENTATION FOR PRACTICUM STUDENTS ELIGIBLE TO BE IN FALL/SPRING 2025-
26 PRACTICUM PLACEMENTS 

 Welcome incoming Practicum Students, 
We are reaching out to invite you to attend a mandatory orientation for your upcoming practicum
placement for Fall/Spring 2025-26. This orientation is a crucial step in ensuring that you are prepared
for your practicum and able to move forward with the placement process.

During the orientation, we will cover important details, including:

Instructions for purchasing Tevera, the platform used for practicum management
The process to begin your practicum placement
Information about your practicum coordinator 

Please note that attendance is required in order to gain access to NMSU’s full list of approved
practicum agencies. Without attending an orientation session, you will not be able to proceed with
securing your placement for Fall 2025.

If you are unable to attend the scheduled orientation, please contact me as soon as possible to
discuss alternate arrangements. Failure to attend could delay or hinder your ability to obtain a
practicum placement.

Please register for only one orientation, by clicking the zoom link below and according to BSW or
MSW.

 BSW Orientations

March 21, 2025 Noon https://nmsu.zoom.us/meeting/register/ZH94nIoZQZeE8pIFqGHijA

MSW Orientations

March 21, 2025 1pm https://nmsu.zoom.us/meeting/register/TADV9R7gQZeIxQOzk4-r2g

We look forward to your participation in the orientation and are here to assist with any questions
you may have. 

Kind regards, Practicum Team 

socialwork.nmsu.eduThe Social Buzz 8

https://nmsu.zoom.us/meeting/register/ZH94nIoZQZeE8pIFqGHijA
https://nmsu.zoom.us/meeting/register/TADV9R7gQZeIxQOzk4-r2g
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We want to celebrate the incredible
achievements and talents of our students!

Whether it's for academic excellence,
leadership, creativity, or any other

noteworthy accomplishment, we’d love to
hear about it. Students are welcome to
self-nominate, or you can nominate a

fellow student who deserves recognition.
Please submit your nominations through
the form below and help us spotlight the

outstanding individuals in our community!
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Student Spotlight

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FDesignPageV2.aspx%3Fsubpage%3Ddesign%26FormId%3DqIfso7ifWEG6j_EbrOHrqrR6awyPeLJKiiNI5BAywLJUM1JWMTVETkE5VDhKRDRQTEEzSkExSVdYWi4u%26Token%3Dc4264f2e7fb840e3b64e43da1600421a&data=05%7C02%7Cmkeeper%40nmsu.edu%7C6a2f577cd7e54d2e21c108dd541baa12%7Ca3ec87a89fb84158ba8ff11bace1ebaa%7C1%7C0%7C638759199968417221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IU%2BfRAG3VrWE8t%2BQqzEWPBEFzBcgFTNJfnL296Ckzpk%3D&reserved=0
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BUZZ IN NEXT WEEK

Stay tuned for the latest updates, stories,
and highlights from the School of Social
Work! 
In next week’s edition, we’ll bring you:

Spotlights on Recent Achievements
Upcoming Events and Workshops
Student and Faculty Features
Useful Resources and Tips

Got something to share or a
question to ask?

Feel free to reach out to us:
📧 mkeeper@nmsu.edu
📞 Phone: 575-646-7599
🏢 Office: HSS 210F

We’d love to hear from you and
feature your news in our next issue!

STAY CONNECTED

Exciting News for Our Social Work Community! We’ve launched a new
Careers & Opportunities webpage dedicated to connecting you with

meaningful job openings. From roles within NMSU to opportunities in the
broader community, this page is designed to help you find positions that
align with your passion and expertise. Visit the page to explore the latest

listings and take the next step in your career!

10

https://crimsonconnection.nmsu.edu/events?query=Crimson%20Kickoff-%20Crash%20Course%3A%20Free%20speech%20on%20campus
https://socialwork.nmsu.edu/careers/careersandopportunities.html

