
The Social Buzz

Let’s make it a great year!

On Monday we held our School of Social Work Academic Kick-off. It was so exciting to be with over 100
of you both in person and online. My only regret is not taking pictures, so if anyone took a snapshot,
please send it over! Your energy and enthusiasm were contagious and I could feel my own mood and
those of the faculty lift throughout the day. We cannot wait to get to know you better and assist along
your academic journey to becoming a professional social worker.

A colleague of mine sent out a message from the late Congressman John Lewis, and I wanted to share
it with you. It captures exactly how I feel right now and reminds me none of us is alone in the work we
do:

“Take a long, hard look down the road you will have to travel once you have made a commitment to
work for change.

Know that this transformation will not happen right away. Change often takes time. It rarely happens
all at once…
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Ours is not the struggle of one day, one week, or one year…
Ours is the struggle of a lifetime, or maybe even many lifetimes,
and each one of us in every generation must do our part. And if
we believe in the change we seek, then it is easy to commit to
doing all we can, because the responsibility is ours alone to
build a better society and a more peaceful world.”

~ In Across That Bridge: A Vision for Change and the Future of
America

Have a wonderful semester!
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Starting a New Semester? We’ve Got Your Back!
 

The start of school is exciting, but it can also feel like a whirlwind
of registration forms, course schedules, transfer credits, financial
aid, and graduation requirements. If you’re wondering where to
even begin, you don’t have to figure it out alone. The School of

Social Work is here to help you get off to a strong start.
 

That’s what the Student Support Form is for. Instead of guessing
who to email or running from office to office, you can simply fill

out the form (or scan the QR code in the flyer). Whether it’s
academic advising, program requirements, enrollment, transfer

credits, financial aid, or practicum questions, we’ll make sure your
request gets to the right person.
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Need Help with Academic Advising or Registration?
We’re Here to Support YOU!

Whether you’re navigating program requirements, course
scheduling, financial aid, transfer credits, or graduation, we’ve got

you covered!
 Fill out our support form to get assistance!

What can we help with?
Academic Advising
Program Requirements
Registration & Enrollment
Financial Aid Questions
Course Scheduling
Transfer Credits
Graduation Requirements
and much more! 

Once you submit your inquiry, one of our team members will get
back to you soon with the support you need. Please allow 24 hours
for response. If you need immediate help, you can reach out to one

of our key contacts:

SW Academic Advisor: Martin Arvizuo, jarvizuo@nmsu.edu
Global Campus Advisor: globaladvising@nmsu.edu or 646-3568
BSW Program Coordinator: Professor Palomino-Pantoja,
paulinam@nmsu.edu
MSW Program Coordinator: Dr. Brown, shbrown@nmsu.edu
Practicum Director: Professor Tellez, tellezm@nmsu.edu

We’re here to help you succeed! Reach out anytime! 
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Dear New Mexico Social Work Community, 

I am honored to introduce myself as the new Executive Director of the NASW New
Mexico Chapter. As we rebuild and revitalize our local chapter, I am excited to bring
fresh energy, transparency, and strong advocacy to support our diverse community
of social workers. 

As part of this rebuilding effort, we are currently accepting applications for several
open Board of Directors positions, including: 

Board President 
First Vice President 
Second Vice President for Budget and Finance 
Secretary 
Two Student Board Members (one BSW and one MSW, elected by Chapter
membership) 
Eight Regional Board Representatives elected to represent New Mexico’s
geographical regions 

If you are passionate about shaping the future of social work in New Mexico, we
encourage you to get involved! You can apply directly through the Board of
Directors tab on our website.  

If you have any questions, please contact us at info.naswnm@socialworkers.org. 

Thank you for being a part of this exciting chapter in NASW New Mexico’s journey.
We look forward to working together to elevate the profession and make a lasting
impact across the state. 

With appreciation, 

Lauren Gomez, LCSW
Executive Director- New Mexico
Email: LGomez.naswnm@socialworkers.org
Website: https://www.socialworkers.org
Phone: 505-407-5270
Address: PO Box 3053 Albuquerque, NM 87190

https://naswnm.socialworkers.org/About/Board-Nominations
https://naswnm.socialworkers.org/About/Board-Nominations
https://naswnm.socialworkers.org/About/Board-Nominations
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Across the U.S., immigrant communities face threats of detention without due process and policies that
criminalize migration. In Texas, Operation Lone Star has become the blueprint for sweeping anti-

immigration efforts that are being adopted across the country.
In this powerful episode of inSocialWork, we speak with social work scholars Laurie Cook Heffron and

Esmeralda Rubalcava Hernandez. They tell us about immigration policy in Texas under Operation Lone Star
and the long social, historical and political landscape that laid the groundwork for our national programs
today. They expose the human and economic tolls of criminalized immigration and offer concrete ways

social workers can resist and respond.
From Know Your Rights campaigns and mutual aid networks to rethinking the role of social workers in

carceral systems, this conversation challenges us to dream bigger and act in solidarity.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbuffalo.us5.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D0e860220d0ff23689ccbbc018%26id%3Dec02e752a6%26e%3D49b502b53d&data=05%7C02%7Cmkeeper%40nmsu.edu%7C81af38a4b02a4046a05b08dddf34cc34%7Ca3ec87a89fb84158ba8ff11bace1ebaa%7C1%7C0%7C638912140069670364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bF22hlok4gBmyl1fAs9ASeP8pwr2O7erzyP1HT4dvsI%3D&reserved=0
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https://nmsuondemand.nmsu.edu/courses/supporting-immigrant-children-and-families-in-the-child-welfare-system-challenges-best-practices-for-child-welfare-agencies-practitioners
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Careers & Opportunities webpage dedicated to connecting you with
meaningful job openings. From roles within NMSU to opportunities
in the broader community, this page is designed to help you find
positions that align with your passion and expertise. Visit the page
to explore the latest listings and take the next step in your career!

Careers & Opportunities

https://socialwork.nmsu.edu/careers/careersandopportunities.html
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Stay tuned for the latest updates, stories,
and highlights from the School of Social
Work! 
In next week’s edition, we’ll bring you:

Spotlights on Recent Achievements
Upcoming Events and Workshops
Student and Faculty Features
Useful Resources and Tips

Got something to share or a
question to ask?

Feel free to reach out to us:
📧 socwork@nmsu.edu
📞 Phone: 575-646-2143
🏢 Office: HSS 210

We’d love to hear from you and
feature your news in our next issue!
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Facebook Instagram

School of Social Work Website

https://www.facebook.com/nmsu.socwork/
https://www.facebook.com/nmsu.socwork/
https://www.instagram.com/nmsu_socwork/
https://socialwork.nmsu.edu/

